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discovered In hopeless confusion. Nevertheless most
important additions were made to our knowledge of
typography, architecture and sculpture, of history by
means of the inscriptions, and many beautiful works of
art have been given to the world by these excavations.
In many instances the wonderful state of preservation
in which the streets and the buildings of later periods
are found rendered it difficult, or even impossible, to
examine the lower strata for more ancient remains-.
Comparatively little was added to our knowledge of the
minor arts of these cities.
The work of the American Society for the Excavation
of Sardis, begun in 1910 and temporarily abandoned in
1914 because of the war, was the first directed toward
investigations in ancient Lydia. The Lydians were
known to have established a great empire in the heart
of Asia Minor, they were known to have had close rela-
tions with more ancient civilizations to the east and with
more recent though more renowned civilizations to the
west. They were believed to have had an important
influence upon Greek culture, but little else was known
about them. The first four seasons' digging were de-
voted to the unearthing of a colossal temple of Artemis
of the Hellenistic age, with details of unusual beauty;
but during these excavations and during the final cam-
paign, much important material connected directly with
Lydian culture was brought to light. The Lydian lan-
guage was discovered, and has been partly deciphered,
Lydian architectural terra-cottas, Lydian sculptures,
Lydian pottery, ivories, bronzes, silverware, gold orna-
ments and jewelry, and Lydian engraved seals; all show-
ing a high development of art apparently native to the
soil of Lydia. Pottery fragments found in the lower
strata of the excavations are believed to show that Sardis
existed as a center of culture in the second millennium
before Christ. The Hittites occupied Lydia at one time,

